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PRELININARY LEVESROMT BYePASS airtvor 


Lewistown, the County Sest of Fergus County, is a City of 5,600 population, 
situated in the geovraphiceal conter of Montana, 

Three primury rounds and two important secondary reade converge from five 
directions on Mein Street in the center of the Clty. 4 67 traverses the entire 
Lanett of the City from Northeast to Southwest on Wain Street. 

jn addition to the usual sorrow streets and congested parking found on 
the priwery system through almost oll gall toens, Us oy throvuch Lewistown 
hes approximately 1400" of 11% arade nour the Yeat City Limite. Moar the 
begimming of thie crade, between Ninth ond Tenth Avenues, is & very dangerous 
min line erade crossing of the Wilwaulkee Railvosd. Thig ergsalue is rated 
the gecond hichest on the entire Milwaukee system ia Montensa in the index of 
Havard rating aselened to 411 eressings by the srude aroggins aurvey of 1941, 
The Milwaukee failroad operates on averace of 15 trains per day over the 
erossing and the averege daily vehieular treffle wos 1050 fer 1940, 

The entire hill is subject to heavy icing conditions in winter, making it 
impossible for the heavy trucks to pull the erade during & leree portion of the 
winter months, Geversl accidents ve Sieo occurred when trucks have attempted 
to come down the erede when the Hill wae iey. 

Throughout the entire length of US OF in Montana, the Lewlstow hill is 
the only ploce where chaine ure always needed in the winter end la the steepest 
grade on the entire primsry syetem in the “tete, 

The City of Lewistown has a posted truck by-pass at the present time. This 
route turns North from Bain Gtrect at Seventh 4vonua, follows Seventh Avenue 
to Boulevard, econtimes “east on Boulevard to a road along the “eat City Limits 
of Lewistown, joining va 67 again at the City Limits. Although 4 better crade 


is obtained along this route, the same type of grade croneing as on kaln Gyreet 
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exists on Boulevard, and the route treverass some of the best residential 
distriets im the City, 

Gane time aro the City of Lewigtowun requested the Gtate Highway Departe 
ment to conduct a preliminary study to determine whether a by-pags to the North, 
ag aketohed on the attached map, would be feasible. 

The by-pags os row Drepesed Would accomplish tuo objectives, both of which 
are yery important to the traveling public in general and to the residents of 
Lewistown in particular. It would keep moat of the heavy traffie off of Wain 
Street and out of the residertial districts and would eliminate the excessive 
arade and dencerous railroad crossing, 

Two men, with the cooperation of the Slate Highway Patrol, conducted the 
survey Tune lle2z, 1945. | 

All trucks were stopped, both onterine and leaving Lewistown on all five 
roads leading into the City, during « gixtesn hour period, on each rosd Prem 
& AM to 10 PN, 

The truck drivers were interviewed coneerming their origin or destination 
in the City. Ail trucks stepped were closwified according to welght and body 
type and an estimate of the woight was mode on all leaded or portiaily loaded 
vehicles. 

A density recorder recorded Gh@ claasified ail traffle passing each atation 
during the same hows the Interviews were bolne conducted, 

Ordinarily moet of the origina or Anwtinatl one obtained from the truek 
évivers were some place of business within the City. Some, however, did not 
stop in town and from these drivers the road they used entering or leaving 
Levigtosn wag obtained. 

The origin or destinetion ef each truck interviewed was located on & map 
of Lewistown and the City was zoned for convenienee in tabuleting. All 16-hour 
traffic counts were expanded to « 24-hour annuwel average end the interviews 


were tabulated on thie tagis,— 
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it wae determined by thig ourvey that the average annual truck traffic on 
all roads entering Lewistown ig 519 vehicles per day. Of these 519 trucks 228 
per day could possibly use 211 or a port of the proposed by-page advantazeously. 

The average annual traffic on Mein Street varies from 670 vehicles per day 
at the Vest Clty Limits to 4 hich of A600 vehicles in the down town district, 
and is expetted to increase by <t leagt 30% by 1960, During the winter months 
probably 50% of the passenger car traffie using US 67 to the Yeast of Lewistown 
would ug® the by-paes to set avay from the steep, icy hill and dangerous srade 
erocel nce 

Us 87 through Lewistown ig 596’ wide from curb to curb ond ie paved with 
Portiand conent vonerete, Angle parking ip being used at the present time in 
the down town district. It is possible that pareliel parsing would velleve sane 
of the congestion that exists in the Misiness Gistrict, tut this problem is 
secondary in importance to the eliminntion of the 11% erade and railroad crossing 
at the “est end of the Citys 

The proposed by-pass would require @pproximetely 2.7 miles of new construction. 
Using & standard 50° roadway and a 24" mat thig construction ig estimated to cost 
9108,000,00, In addition to the construction cost it is estimated tht the 45 
acrea of right of way involved will cost en additional 99,000.00. 13,000.00 more 
ean be added for engineering and uwiferseen contingencies, bringins the total 
estimated coat of the project up to approximately $130,000.00, 

fio comparicon can bo rade between the cost of eliminating the steep srade 


and grade creesing on Main Street and the proposed by-pass as it is the opinion 


of the Hichwey Department's Emeineers thet it ig not feasible to eliminate the 
gerade and very impractical to separate the crade crossing. 


The length of the proposed by-pass from ite Junetion with us 67, vest of 


the over=pass near Lewistown, to the junetion of Firet Avenue North and Mein 
Street ia 3.0 miles, compared with 2,7 miles on Uo &7. Wsers of the proposed 


route will be compensated for this additional 0.3 of a mile of driving by the 
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gradual grades and the absence of any raliroad crossings. 

This etudy has shown that the proposed truck byepass bas sufficient merit 
to juetify further investigations Ye are, therefors, reconmending that a survey 
of the proposed route and « more detiiled cost enatimate be made, 

Samples of the field sheet used in the stuty and a map of Lewistown, shoving 


the proposed by-pass, and the traffic study resulta are attached. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2015 


https://archive.org/details/preliminarystudy1945mont 
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Where are you going to deliver or pick up your 
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